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OWADAYS ali the world is
looking to America to solve
its problems. Not only are
we asked to meet the war-spent
4 0id World's ne'eds in food supp]y,

By Mss. ARTHUR BARNEVELD BIBBINS,

Methodists Will Foliow
In Footsteps Of Asbury
After Century And Half

Sesquicentennial On Thursday Will Find Cavalcade Com-
ing From Perry Hall To Visit Historic Points In

City, Ending At Mount Olivet Cemetery,
Where The Church's Hero Sleeps.

TR

reacue the Holy Sepulchre at Jerusalem
from the marauding Tork,

WEat, then, bas made Americans the
dominent people of the world in a great-
er goal then ruccess, in vormal initia-
tive, in the will to win, whether the

strife be *ran over might,”

in raw

or, in the Jess rpectacular zeal for self:

in lor tr
and means ot commumcat.on- but
. we are besought to set the pace
in self-government, in disarma-
meat and in the control of the
great corporste interests that
thrcaten the life and welfare of
the people.
At the same time that we are recog:
nized ns the world's potestiel

conquest and aelf- 1, the truest test,
after all, of self-government (s« we ob-
serve in the fast-vagiching problem of
l'rumbmon. which Iv but the resolute

to forego persons! plessure and ap-
peuu for -the ;ood of the wbhole), In
these far greater things of soul-conguest
we have demonstrated our right to &
nl-m in the sun” 23 bave no other

\\ benu ¢ame this potent augury, suc-
“for of

excbequer snd experiment atation there
iy In some querters a narrow tendency
oa the part of a benighted few to decry
Amerlea’s “place in the sun”™ a8 & cen-
ter of culture and art, an a creator of
hlerunrt, as “a land of light and lcad-
1ng,” au if 2 people who bad conquered
a boundless contizent {rom oeean to
ocean, in the brief epsce of three cen-
turies, could be expected to revel in
the same iatensive cultural development
as some little princeling kKiogdom & hun- | da;
dred miles square, baking fn degenerate
luzury afier its rough edges had been
emoothed of by its veighbors aad its
good reads 1aid perchance by the Ro-
many I thousand years sgo.

‘What Awmerica hes achleved ia tke
mnqnu:cf ‘materix! resoyrces. i hewing
down virgin forests and bullding there-
frow the rude log cabine—lts ﬁm bomes
—and later princely manwions and|t!
towerisg cities, In tunneling the moun-
\ taics, in bridging great streams, and in.
sogurating such- epochal triumphs in
communication 8od transportation as
the telegraph and railr in xdumlnl-
tion as in lighting ths cities by ns—m
all of which Baltimore stood forem

y reaxon of the splendid |u|m|lre nf
its citizens—all of these superb achieve:

meats, which bare made the world stand
wideeyed in amazement and in greedy
imitation, might lead us in lullelru selt-
admiration to #sk ourselves,
Rot, afterall, the chosen people of mod-
ern times, the Inberitors of God-given
opportanity 1"

Fortunately, at the moment that our
self-suticiency might Lbresten to aver
‘whelm us there is borne in upca us from
still anotser augle of sur development
the morsl and epiritual standpelnt, the
consclousness of greas responsiblliy and
the conviction 3at oup of eyr rick
beritage we bare “cepe to the Kisgdom
for just such & time 2x thld
Our Goal Not Gold, But God.

We bave not become 4 datlon of ma-
terial euccess withs preserviog side
by side with our it achievements the
+ dcherltance of the earilent settlers’ first
goal, which was fot gold, but God.

Despite the inflox of Europesn mate-

thlisn we bave atili 2s & people an}on,,

abiding conscloussess of & greater’des-
tiny than mere succass, of spiritual and
moral leaderskin. of a grip on certain
great eternal varieties of truth and
tith, of duly and self-wcnfice, which
though eubmerged at times, come to the
front in crises such aw the recent World
War with sll the magnificent abandon
«nd teascity of purpose which impelled
the old Crusaders forth from their-west.
ern homes, in the dim, distant past, to

“Are we|even

cess for

the people, by the people; whence thin
beaconr light in the midst of the mad,
relfivh owirl of rnce rivalry and cluu
#ntugozhn?”

HBeeause we are today the “heirs of
all the zgex, in the foretsost raoks of
time,” we can aflord “1o take time from
meking a living to live” over once again,
especially on great aniversary occl
wions, the recollection of the past, and
wbnt it has conferred oz us, to stop our

, rajse our hexds aloft and | an
nka off our hats, as it were, to the mea
and movements which “have made us a

pation,” & ple of visicn and world-
leadership in thiags spiritaz] ay well as
in matenial emprise.
A Militant Evangelism.

To one such man it was given.to nur-

ture & movement peculiarly sdopted to
the warm, geoial temperamest, of tide-
water “Marylaod, aod which benulh bis.
aealous, fostering cxre madé

the birthplace of a militant "lnrelum.
which pombers todsy.more than eight
milllons iz its world-allegizcce, i this
asd other land,

t is the anoiversary of his coming to
America which todsy should give us
pauee, to extimatc his mission &nd its
mnm upon the background of our

Un Odober 27, 1771, an epoch-making
t ocCul o American ecclesiastical
sonals, Om lbnl dlh 150 years ago,
there railed Into the port of Rbila|
delphis, alter & weary. voyage of 50|
dly- from Drhhl. England, & youth
Bose miad was cast in a hercic mould,
nd ‘whooe ncﬂﬁdll 1ife was to beeome
cluxely {nterwoven with the destintes of
the New World.

The sterling qualities and atrong eon-| p
t]

sictions of this youth of 24, Francis
Asbery, bad so impresced that leader
of men, Joha Wesley, that, despite ks
youth, he bad commissioned him to

edreer wb!eh sboyld make him not enly

to the New World and my Leart united
to the-people, though unkaowa, and hare
great cause to bvgevc 1 am not running

xu on bard wm T et a bluhz

r two for covering, he wrote again,
'The more trouble I meet with, the more
couvinced 1 am that I sm duhzl the
will of God. Whither am I going? To
the New World. YWhat to do? To gain

bonor? No, If T koow my own beart.
“To get moneyZ No, I am going to live
to God, apd to bring others so to do.
If God does not acknowledge wme fn
America 1 will soon return to England.
I kpow my views are npnm now, may
they never be otherwlise.

Towibly he recalled John Wesley's
own experience when be and bis brother
Chaurles, havitg distjcguished them
as clagsicsl scholars at Ozford aud
founders of the Holy Club of serious-
minded students, with ils early evangel

of soclal eervice to the poorsn

of that old uslversity town, sought to
fizd in e ohn a8 missidmary to
the 1gdiens and Chares as aecretary to
Govetnor Oglelborpe’s Geosgia cotony of
poor debtore—the pesce and spiritual
tegeneration they bad ot foond in Eng-

1and xnd had yet to seeX on their return

Only 600 Methodists Then.

Whea Asbury resched America, in
October, 1771, therr were about €00
Methedigts in the colonles and about 10
preschers, lldudn‘l[ Wesler's ml-ﬂod-

-
2

arles previosly sent ovet.
bet, Dowerer, in mxm the potent mative
itigerants raised y Robert Straw-

bridge In ){Auhnd «Sn" bis evrival fo
1760, whick were to prove the very bul-
wark of the infant Church dugjsg the
Revolution wben sl the Tuglish mes-
eonzers but Asbury had returned bome.
To one of theve Joseph Dilmeer, Ao
bury listened at old B George'§ I'bila-
delpbia, the night of his arrival, then
huened to :\cw York. where, a1t Wew-
ley's Chapel, J t, he way wel-
comed by till lna(her, 1he Tev. Mr.
Boal
T!:dr dnmmm 10 a settled ministry
10 adhere to the citles in the midst
o( the nwtlliu mads of the populace
and of the d rurel communi-
ties aticred hhhd"oted iticerant soul ap
et

bs wrot ve not yet the thing I
setk~a circulstion of preachers. I am
txed (0 the Methodist plan. I am will-

idg to suffer. yey, to dic, sooner than
belray so good a cause by any means.”
great woment wes bis decision,
wWenlu bad well judged M: man when
missioned ‘Bim to groning
moce | neads of the New World

oy
Mo matter bow expedient was to be-

come the fized limitatlon of the itin-
erancy ia later years, the early needs of
the country, the insisteat work of plo-
neer Methodism was its effective minis-
try to the vast unchurched masses
througbout the country districtn. Asbuty
woon saw Lia traveliag companion, Rob~
ert Wright, tempted to settle amid the
attractions of Bobemia Manor, and be
imself was soon foreed to declize n call
:.o ld Church of Eagland Soclety in Marye
and.

Here already Robert Strawbridge bad
6 a tull decade of Methodlst service, of
torely needed baptiem, buris] and
preackisg, entrenched bimaell in the sf-
fections of Lie Anglican neighbors.
virile m!nlaxr! anticipated their soul

eeds, for “no moozer bad be rrranged
his bouse than be begun at once to
preac fn it forgetting crops or hia
own necessities, after formlog & class fn
his log qabla, the birthplace of American

1 | Novewmber, 1772, a year after hiy acrival,

is| were thove of George Whitheld fo the

Methodism (still standing near New
Wiadeor, though eovered over and ob-
scured by weatherboardicg). Te eoon
ter built the Jog meeting bouse & mﬂ.
away azd began the vigorous cru

throughout the Frederick acd Bllumore
county region which brought maoy
spleadid young [tierants from promi-
nent Anglican families fnta touch with
the vital soul-saving religion which they
ver after proclaimed to the world. Such

and his brothers, Pbuip Gateh, snd &
dozen others, of whom Atbury was sble
to form the first quarterly meeting of rec-
ord, after preaching at 30 different ap-
pointments, when be returned to the
Susquebaoua home of James Presbury,
one of Strawbridge’s corerts, {o Christ
mll \nl 1712
peaple came from milea around.
B:nnbﬂdge pleaded much over the
right to 2dmigister the sacraments by
b American pastors; but Asbury ad-
bered to Wesley's order to receive them
only from the Anghcan clergy, and
Stranbridge, knowing the absclute need,
sturdily resizted the English policy.

Strawbridge The Pioneer.

No extensive bad become the labors
of Ntrawbridge, who had come from
Ireland in 1760 in the mbeat nblps which
erick wun-

uplands, settled by the Dulaays,
!{um acd Keys from Houthern \hry-
1and, to the needy ports of Ireland, that
when Asbury first ceme to Maryland in

be traveled several weeks and over
miles visiting the families of tke con-
verts of this hurning evamgel and his
youp _uswotistes llore ready to bh
hand Asbury found the nucleus for his
organizing genius which with its warm
responsive ferior wnd {amous bospl-
tality made %! Maryland the ready re-
cipient und starting point for Amencan
Metbodism which soqu gave prowlise of
ita world-esapgelising force.

When Asbury beld the “Srat aunusl
conference in Phuladelphia in 1773, New
York reported but 130 members, Phila-
delphla 180, while Margland reported
500, or nearly balt of the church's total
of 1,160 in Americs,

A.bury- advent in Baltimots at this

time ia thus related by a locat autbor-
ity, “The bappiest event vhld: could
ve occurred

Mosle, Georga Robloson and John Wood-
ward to purchase the lot frosting 5 feet
on Fleet atreet aad 60 on Strawberry
alley, and woon after Philip Rogers and
Villiam Moore, ‘botb leading citizens,
converted under Asbury, erectsd under
bla care the Chburck in Lovely Lane,
Moore collecting £100 to help pay (or Il,
This chapel w23 begun April 18, 1
and Captain Wedb, of New \nrk.
nrwched in it 10 October of the same

were Richard Onen, Willlam Walters] year.

Asbury's citowit esiended from Baltl-
more for 200 miles, He traveled over
It every three weeks. It consisted of 24
appointments. His splendid organizing
posers and vigorous preaching bronght
great qrowda to the quarterly meetiogs
£24 bundreds Joined the ranks.

Many Methodists Here.

e second conference met in lul.
and vrhll: New York reported but 222
members Margland had 1.063, whick
speedily rose to 900 in Baltimore alone,
when the conference of 1776 met bere
at this time as the “patural cepter”;
Virgials, alko largely rupplied by Stra:
bridge's itinerante, reported 1,600
of the total church membership of 401

‘The crying need of Virginia bad been
l!uls!y et forth by the Rev, Deverenz
J-mu. the yousg rector’of the pasish

t Bath, Va., in bis letter to Wesley,
“\ irginia (tbe lazd of my natlvity) bas
Tong groaned through s waat of Taithfal
migisters of the Goepel
parishes snd clergy Io the colony. But,
s I know of but ope clergyman of the
Chum of England who appears to bave
1be power and spirit of vial religion,
for all seek thelr onn and uot the thiogs
that are Christs, The pecple ure
auzious to bear the tryth. The parisbes
afford 2 wide field for Rineration; for
1 would Lave no minister of Jesus s
matters pow atund cecfined to the limits
of one parieh.”

‘The~e were tbe conditions which con-
fronted Asbury, as met by the people’s
appealing needs, feeble in body but ar-
dent {n soul be pursued bis weary, lone-
some way through the.trackless’ wilder.
neu ¢ the loae kome of xhe settist, or

o the strategic centers of population,
ud sounded the catl to & Christian life
as earentisl to civilisation, with ever
20d anoa 2 visit to his beloved Balti-

>

Blll
more a5 well za to the canse of religio
genernlly, was the arrival of Asbury In
the fall of 1772, when he preached for
the Srat time in the morniog at the
(Fell's) Point, and in town at 3 o'clock
in lhe afternocn snd st € in the eve-

e seed sown bere by Straw-
br.d‘e. Williams, Kiog, Ilmeor and
Bburdman was beglagiog to sprieg up
+o that Asbury found a peorde prepared
to his hands,

Hitberto the Methodists fn Baltimore
had bad po responsible head, but met to-
gether for prayer and lustruction with-
out refercoce o numbers or time.  Ae-
bury wanted order and certainty, and
the welxmdmd blessings of Methoduat
tule. Hence on Janusry 8, 1773, after
meeting the soclety, be writes: “I settled
a clars of pen and the pext evening I
formed a clasa of women.” Had he nat
tomsted vo orderly organization bis la-
bors would have been awallowed up, 28

prevailing lasity of the Antlicanism and
Protestantivm of the Colomal perl
The addition of other clames soon

after led Asbury, asssted by several
promisent men of the town, Jesse Hol-

lingsworth, George Wells, Richard

the gulde and leader of Methodism in the
New World but the dominant persen:
ality who wks to garner the sheaves of
the robust native llh\!nm‘! of his great
lhnlund forbear, Bobert (rlwbnan,
and bind from them by bis stroug bre
nnhm; renias the church whk‘h was to
Ameican republic far foto
Canada lnd recder it ln tune one of the
most aggresuve miselonary forces of
Chnstendom.
‘We catch = glimpsee of the

a

nurmbe of this young man, who wae
e in his fncearant journey.:

luxs of 247,000 miles on horse back, b

nd forth across the contine

Prophet of the Long Rond,” a3 e read

in & letter written gt this early timetoa

friend. e wrote, “I feel my spirit bound

T
more, where be writes --\u beart i)
greatly refreshed at the sight of my £l
itual children and kind frieads.”

Whea here he preached daily lo town
or st the P'olnt, or bastened to vome dis-
tast part of Lix circult, preaching every-|
where along the route, whee “people
e ;bowed under the weight o the

Huhodlm made its appeal to alf
classes, !

!
Some Nutnble Converts,

A iz sbury received iato
the BAllhmm c reult many whese [ng
uegce, opuleace and devotion guve en'
during streagth to Metbodism fa Baltl-!
more during much of its early histery.

Huarry Dorsey Gough. of Perry Hall,
& spacious estate 12 wmles from Balti]
mare adfolalng Hsmpton, and bis fam.
i1y were potaple ezamples, joining the
Methodlst ranks sbout 1774. Mr. ch(h‘
bad married & daughter of Governor

Rideely and possessed one of the llr‘mv
fortuaes in the colonies,

Perry Hall, thenceforth, became aj
preaching place and s generous aslum
for the weaty itinersnts, The chapel
adjolning the manor house was the hrst
American Method{st Church that had L
cupela sad bell. The bell rang every,

oralng and evenlng summoniaz biv]

Bumereos household and slgves, & con:
gregstion of over 100 persouns, to family]
rorﬂlp.

The creuit preechers supplied i
twice 8 men!h. ud loe-l prexchery,
every Bua The of Maryland,
and of lhe mmmon blr vloited herq
constastly, and when the bell for hmlh,
devotion rang, they always attended the
chapel where Mrs. Gough Inquuur
read the Scrlpmrel io the absence of
her busband, while the rich voices of the!
servants rang out in brmns of praise. !

Here It was, under this desout aad
hospitable roof, that the famous gath.
siog n-:cumd when Thomas Cok 1

t and Vasey, fresh from Wes,)

ley, in Proxlacd, met with Asbury and
William Black, of Nova Scotia, to as-
range for the historic Christwas con-
ference in December, 1784, and the or-
ganization of the Methodlst Episcopal
Church in Americs.

‘reeborn Gurreteon, the gble youug
Marylander, had sped o horseback over
1,200 mlles fa sit weeks, calllng to Bal-
timore, “the natural center,” the 8 jtin-
erants mbo found their rugged way
thitker lm- ms great occarfon,

December 24, 1784, the
mmuhc lmla compeny rode from
Perry Hall to Baltimore to meet them
and at 10 o'clock begaz the first “gen-
eral conference”™ of American Metho-
o,

Sacraments Made Free.
Btrawbridge’s long contention for the
{rec administration of tie sacraments
by American preachers had borme 1ts
full frait. Even Wesley now conceded
this Ymperstive need in the address pre-
sented from him by Coke to the Con-
ference, “An our American brethren are
now totally disetitangled bath from the
state avd from tbe English hierarcby,
they are mow at full hiberty aimply to
follow the Nemplures and the primitive
!f ehurch, agd to ataud fast In that liberty
bas 50 strangely meds
them free.””

Asbary, full of the burcing American-
lam of the Revolutionary period,
Bowever, to accept Wesley's ordination
s Superintendast (later “Bishop”) by
& ] Coke unlers Em elmed thereto by bis
American

Methodlsm's xnl for education and
misgions was signally ehown st this
eturly time, when on Baturday, Janvary
1, the project of Abirgdon College, the
ﬁnt Methodiat eollege 15 the world, was
lsunched, znd the Church's first three
missioaries seat forth in the persons
of three younz Maryland men, Freeborn
| Garretson and James O. Cmmwrl! 1o
found the chusch in Nova Beotis, and

Jeremish Lambdert to nublhh it s Ap- -
tigus io the West Ind

It Ix deeply Alnﬂunl o note that,
when the church wes organized [p Bal- |
timore, of the 13.000 members 13830

were from Maryland and the States 10
the south of it: and of the 63 ehlpﬂs‘
56 were south of Mason and Dixous
lize, 23 Ia Maryland and 15 in Vir-
ginis, and oaly oce, Jobn Street, still
remainad in New York at the ciose of
the llm]u(lo

This establishes Maryland's long and
Irgitimate claim that had it not beea for .
the inltisl work of Strawbridge’s ative

[Comtinned on Page 12.}




_Footsteps

Of Asbury

{Continued from Page 3.

{tierants, backed by Asbury's organis.
iaz xenius and converts, Methodism
eould bardly bave retaiced its remark-
able bold on the country which it served
o faitbfally duricy the dark days of the
Revolatioeary confiict,

Weslcy's itneranti. all save Joyal
Atbury alove, bad retumned to England.
New York as not even an sppointment
for seven years from 1770 to 1733, and
the New Eoglend Bociety bad become
extinet.

Tt was the warm fervor of the Cheu-
peake region, the genlsl, co
went of Maryland snd Virglala whH
kept the light sglow during this tryicg
peri
Me!hodu"l COn The Frontier.

‘When the wurging van of emigration
erossed the Alleghanies to poseews the
TWest st the close of the Revolotion it
was the Methodist cburch of Asbuty.
full-Bedzed and officered at Lovely Lave,
which "entered the arera at the emerg-
ent momeat” and with the 4,000 itner-
ants later ordsined by the great Bishop
,l Souls kept ever heroically in the fore-

front of emigration wnd saved frontier
America and tbe vast Empire of the
Mindissippi Valley from paganisin_sud
or & virile, pmuul Christianity, Sixty
times did Asbury cross the Alleghanies
on horseback. Fording scores of rivers,
threadivg jungles and savage forests, be
~lsited isolated families, presided over
countlees mn(erencu. establiehed lhe‘
pioueer _preachers and _their fecble
eherges. iande himeelf the Gnancial agent
for their support and, usmovesble in
faith and coursge, Literally wore hlmsd!‘
out in the service,nl bumanity,

\When Generl Washiagton stopped at|
Abingdon on the old Philadelphiaz road
to reeeive the ringing salute of the infast
Cokesbury College, on_ bis way to be
insugurated Presdent in New York, 1
3759, his reply to H’Jhcp Asbury's greet
ing there on betalf of Metbodisn was
&t onte 1 sterling apprecistion snd a
bappy svgury of the mew relations of
the piogeer Chburch and State. which

‘were, however, to be forever ‘wholesomely
separate in this coomending new rr‘

c.

The old Cokesbury bell (M-lhn;\
both its founders, Col d Asbury),
which greeted Washington In 19, n.m‘
rings Its century-old aalote esch moraiag
1n Goucher College balls.

Will Celebrate On Thursday.

uraday mert, a century and &
b-l! after Fraacis Arbury’s arrival ou
these sboren, & “cavalcade” of 61 auto-
mobiles repreventiog, the members of the
Chnstnas Conferedde aed their pro-
zeny, the 130 churches of Raltimore
Methodiem, nbich stll remains ja sturdy
focrease, will wend tharr wer 1o rever-
ent tribute to the arst American bishon,
sfter fitting ceremonles at Perry Hall,
yast Philip Gateh's old homestead on the
Belair road, through the streets of Eal.
tm: more o Lbe site of Lovely Lane (zow

street), where on the Mer-
dln!s Club Building 2t the corner of
South mrret & bronze tablet commemo-
Tates the atart of the great world-wide
wovewent, which numberiog now 45,000
itineraats and 7.100 churches in its
misistrey to eight and a bl million
communleants in this and other conti-
neats, had its first inception bere,

A moment later and the procewsion of
present-dsy shrive worshipers wil halt
to do homage ot Hedwoed and Light
streeta to the spot, also marked by 8
tablet, which states that here atnod the
wuccessor of Lovely Lage, the first Light
Street Cbureb, built by Bisbop Asbury,
svd io whase conference room adjoiniog

d the Asbury Sunday-School
Society (in bonor of lht an who formed
the first Bunday-school in-Americs in
1738). 'rM- became 1o the texching of
the thres R's and elementary branches
the pioneer of popular education and the
public school system and the parent so-
ciety of 40 later schaols.
~arby stood alvo the aecond attemit
a1 bigher education, when Cokesbury
College was reopened Lere after it
brening at Ablogdon w 1305, e '
Asbury erected The Secund Light Ntreot
Chonh, 17071742, where the weay |
B shop’ remalny, after 43 yearn of jour-
neying mcrows the contloeat, rested over-
wight encirvled by a guard of bonor on
May 10, 1816, before belug folloned by
the Genersl Conference, the Governor
of the Etsle, the Mayor, ‘and members
of the Supreme Court sud & great con-
course of orer twenty thousaud persons
to the vault bepeath the sltar of the
present Eutew Street Church, chh‘
w-m in turn be virited by the compeny.
The pilgrimage of 1921 »ill end where
came to a final clore the Jourpeyirgs of
the “Propbet of the Loug Road™ st
Mouat Olitet. Here bestde bis devoted
Robert Strawbridge, be
Fents npon bon the high grams slopes over.
Tooking the old Frederick read, part of
the historic Natlonal taropibe ‘m fre-
quently traverssd by them end the hest
of 20 mimsters, pioneers and patriots,
bishof:s and buildera of America who,




